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Two mates' Corvette
hobby now goldmine

We're proud to say
that we have had
nothing but highly
positive reviews

An automotive story of humble beginnings has
resulted in a national and international success story

FOLKLORE has it that the town
of Gympie saved Queensland from
bankruptcy back in the 1860s.

It suffered severely from
drought and a fall in wool prices,
but when James Nash's discovery
started the famous Gympie gold
rush, the town's and Queensland's
worries were over.

Some 120 years later, two local
Gympie mates, with their love of
Chevrolet Corvettes, had no idea
that their passion and hobby
would turn into a little goldmine
of its own.

It is another Gympie and
Queensland success story.

On a trip to the US, Brian
Learoyd and Greg Waters fell in
love with the country's iconic
muscle car, the Corvette, and
that's where the
success began.

They promptly
bought and im-
ported their first
vehicles to Aust-
ralia, where the
search started to
find someone to
complete the con-
version to right-
hand drive.

The quality of
work that they
found made them realise that they
could do a lot better themselves.

Both had mechanical back-
grounds and set upon the task of
pulling their cars apart, and went
about learning and perfecting the
process the hard way.

Their projects of passion were
well worth the hard work. Other
Corvette fans soon began to notice
the quality of their conversions.

Before the pair knew it, the
demand from others to convert
their cars was so great that they
realised they could turn their pas-
sion and hobby into a business.

They founded Corvette Queens-
land in 1989, with Brian the first to
give up his full-time job and Greg
soon following. And the rest, as
they say, is history.

The company has gone from
strength to strength and has been
the driver that pioneered the
modern conversion process.

After securing a contract to
supply the Victorian Ambulance
Service, the company soon di-
verged into supplying Chevrolet

and GMC pick-ups. With the gov-
ernment's introduction of a regu-
lated industry, it began to acquire
accreditation for a wide range
of other vehicles, which today
includes Chevrolet Silverado,
Suburban, Tahoe, Corvette and
Camaro, GMC Sierra and Denali,
Hummer H2, Ford Mustang and
Plymouth Prowler.

In 2007, the company was re-
branded as Performax Inter-
national to reflect the diversity of
its performance vehicle range.

It remains the leading importer,
converter and retailer of Ameri-
can performance vehicles and
enjoys the trust and support from
V8 Supercar greats such as Russell
Ingall, Lee Holdsworth, Jamie
Whincup and Kevin Bartlett.

``Over the
years many well-
known motoring
journalists have
come to visit us,
see what we do
and test-drive
our vehicles, and
we're proud to
say that we have
had nothing but
highly positive
reviews,'' said
Glenn Soper,

who was appointed general man-
ager in February 2010.

The hugely popular TV series
Top Gear had a policy of not
featuring any converted cars until
they saw and experienced a
Performax conversion. They fea-
tured the Performax Corvette ZR1
on their program in October 2010.

Today Performax has a work-
force of about 70.

In 2012, the Toyota Tundra,
Dodge RAM and Ford F trucks will
be added to the Performax stable
of vehicles.

The Toyota Tundra will be the
first off the block this year.

``We have quite a number of NT
customers, including owners of
large outback working properties,
and anyone interested in their per-
sonal experience of the Chevrolet
Silverado is welcome to contact
our marketing manager Maike
Thiessen at marketing@perfor-
maxint.com.au who will gladly
initiate the contact,'' Soper said.

Go to www.performaxinter
national.com.au

Inside the Performax workshop Chevrolet Corvettes are being converted from left-hand to right-hand
drive to suit Australian road conditions

SPECIAL OFFER TO NT RESIDENTS ONLY

2012 Chevrolet Silverado available now

The ultimate work & play vehicle
...for tough NT conditions
The numbers speak for themselves:  296KW / 1037n.m. Duramax 6.6l V8 Turbo 
Engine. Allison 6 speed transmission, up to 10 433kg* max. towing capacity, up to 
3 273kg* payload. A 136L tank, capable of taking you up to 1094km.  
(*3500 speciÞ c version).

Tough, with unparalleled power, impossible efÞ ciency, increased safety and the 
smoothest and most comfortable ride in its Class.

Work. Play. Live. In the city, country and outback.  Silverado.

Mention this 
ad, receive 

FREE side steps 
& tow bar valued 

@ $2,200

Phone 07 5482 7833 or visit www.performaxinternatio nal.com.au

RedeÞ ning Performance Motoring


